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Headteacher’s welcome
From Chris Nichols

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is with the great pride that | welcome to the new academic year as Headteacher of Danesgate Community and our Autumn
newsletter. | am very excited for the year ahead and the opportunity to make a lasting difference to the lives of those young people
and their families that me and my team support. As a staff team we want all of our young people to be able to:
« STRIVE: The Danesgate Community endeavours to help young people STRIVE to develop positive behaviours and constructive
attitudes and to overcome barriers to learning.
« THRIVE: The Danesgate Community endeavours to provide young people with skills to overcome learning barriers for the future, in
order that they can THRIVE in society.
« ACHIEVE: The Danesgate Community endeavours to teach young people to ACHIEVE academically, emotionally and socially — all
of our pupils have different starting points and experiences of school when they join Danesgate.

| am sure over the next year, by working in partnership we will all be able to support your child so that they are happy and making the
very most of the opportunities that school has to offer. Thank you in advance for your ongoing support and for the positive and
respectful way you work with my staff in order that everyone at Danesgate can STRIVE, THRIVE and ACHIEVE.

Warmest wishes,
Chris Nichols




Provision Lead welcome

Dear Parents and Carers,

A new year brings fresh opportunities, and we
couldn’t be more excited!

We're incredibly proud of our outgoing Year 11s
—their hard work, growth, and achievements
have been truly inspiring. Now, we're ready to
welcome our new cohort with open arms and
high hopes.

This year, our mission is clear:
e to empower every young person in our
Provision to thrive—not just in school, but in
life.

We're focused on equipping them with the
skills, confidence, and mindset to become
happy, successful citizens of the wider world

they're stepping into.

Here's to another year of growth, resilience, and
success!

Warm regards,

Jacki Blake and the team




Bridge 3

Welcome back to the students in Bridge 3; a group catering for the needs of those
students in the PRU that fall into Years 7 to 9. The group is located in the same
building as the KS4 groups (below) and now the timetable also matches the offer that
those students in Years 10 and 11 have!

Nick, Paul, Emily, Luana and Kirsty are now part of the team that work around B3 -
sharing their time between this group, ResPEx and their other roles in school! We
look forward to getting students back into routine across the new timetable,
featuring daily English and Maths lessons as well as old favourites and weekly DJ

sessions with Noise Academy.

Meonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
9.00-9.25 FORM TIME FORM TIME FORM TIME FORM TIME FORM TIME
Paul and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Ernily, Paul and Kirsty Hick and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty
9.25-10.05 MATHS NOISE ACADEMY T HISTORY MATHS
Paul and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Ernily and Kirsty Mick and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty
10.05-10.45 LIFE SKILLS GEOGRAPHY CITIZENHSIP LIFE SKILLS
Paul and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Nick and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty
10.45-11.10 TEA AND TOAST TEA AND TOAST TEA AND TOAST TEA AND TOAST TEA AND TOAST
BREAK Paul / Luana and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Emily / Luana and Kirsty Nick / Lauren and Kirsty Nick and Kirsty
11.10-11.50 COOKING ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH
Andrea and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Lauren and Kirsty
11.50-12.30 HISTORY MATHS PE GEOGRAPHY
Nick and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty Tomrry and Kirsty Emily and Kirsty
12.30-13.00 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
LUNCH Mick and Kirsty Nick and Kirsty Nick and Eirsty Paul and Kirsty Emily and Kirsty
12.45-13.40 ENGLISH MATHS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS MATHS ENGLISH / REWARDS
Luana and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty Luana and Kirsty Paul and Kirsty Lauren and Kirsty

ResPEX

DANESGATE
COMMUNITY

ResPEx offers temporary, short term support for students
within mainstream schools that are at risk of permanent
exclusion. Despite only being one group, the staff cater
for Years 7 to 11 and are able to provide two days support
each week to each student. Both the curriculum offer and
the classroom space have had an upgrade this summer;
the daily offer of lessons now includes core English and
Maths as well as the King’s Trust qualification and other
enrichment activities. Thanks to caretaker Joe, the
classroom was also redecorated during the break and now
looks like a whole new room!




Bridge BM

Brooke Middleton-Barrass and Janice Elliott

Welcome Back, Year 11!
e’re so pleased to see you back and ready for what
will be an important and exciting year. This is the
final stage of your school journey, and the hard
work you put in now will open doors to your next
hapter. Remember—success is not just about talent,
ut about resilience, effort, and believing in yourself

even on the tough days.

Approach this year with determination, positivity,
and a willingness to push yourself further than you
thought possible. Every step you take now brings
you closer to your goals. Let’s make this year one to
be proud of!

Bridge WB

Wendy Binnington and Emma Dolben

—— Welcome back!

: It’s great to have you back - welcome to
== " Year 11. This might seem a little daunting
but remember; don’t stress—diamonds are
just coal that did really well under
pressure.

In Year 11, we strive to do our best, thrive
through challenges, and achieve our goals,
living out our school’s values every step of

the way.




Bricdge JB

Jacki Blake

LEAVERS S

Welcome back, everyone! This is your final year at school—a time to shine
brighter than ever before. Embrace every challenge, chase your dreams
with passion, and make memories that will last a lifetime. Believe in
yourself, stay positive, and let’s make this year unforgettable together!
You've got this!

Bridge CS

Chris Smith and Henry Allner

Welcome Back!
Hi everyone, and welcome back after the
summer holidays!
I'm really looking forward to catching up with
our existing students and getting to know the
new faces arriving in The Bridge.
I'll be continuing to teach ‘all things maths’ this

year. I'm sure there will be good days and bad
days, just remember...

‘we’re all here help you succeed!!
Besides teaching, I'm also the Careers Lead at
Danesgate, which means I'll be supporting you

to plan your next steps after Year 11.
Let’s make this a fantastic year!




We’re using Arbor’s free Parent

Portal and Parent App

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our school.

Arbor is a simple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Managemeant Information System), which helps us wark
faster, smartar and more collaboratively as a school. The Parent App and Parent Portal mean wea can
keep yvou informed about your child's life at school in a much more accessible way. Log into Arbor to see
and update your child's information, gat live updates and make payments or bookings on the gal

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computar ar laptop) and you can download the Parent App
from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; 105 10.0 and upwards).

How to get started
1. Wait far vour welcome email from us telling you Arbor is ready - you won't be able to log in bafare
2. Click the link in vour welcame email to set up yvour password

Tha Sunmrville School of Magic

3. Go to the App or Google Play Stare on your phone and search ‘arbor® W10 28, Lonaon, S8R

4. Click ‘Install® on Android or 'Get’ an iPhone then open the App

5. Enter your amail, select the school, then entar yvour password Login
6. Accept tha Terms & Conditions and enter your child’s birthday Forgatien patiward?
o p—
. &
Need help using Arbor? [ v 6 e
! Holly Coolk

Contact the school office if you have questions about Arbor, the b

App or Parent Portal. Tell us the type and model of your phone,
g.g. an IPhone 5E, and include screanshots or screen recordings.

Maticas
To safeguard student data in line with General Data Protection Holly ok does P have
Regulations (GDPR), Arbor only works directly with schools. SrardpTTItion method reconded
) 15:15- 1550
Some tips to try: Thu, 13 Hay 1021

Begistration: Year 9: Form 95M
Room: 204

1. Ensure your username is the email address yvou use for Arbor. ]
M Russell

Ask us to check the email address linked to your account.

Statshcs

b

Reset your password from the login page, or azk us ta do this.
Attendance [IOH02021)
3. If the login email was sent to you more than 96 hours ago, the

password link will have expired. Ask us to send it again. i 71.4%
4. Ask the school office to check that your email address has not
been used twice - e.g. on another guardian or child's profile. Aetivitios

L

Enter the birthday of one of your children to log in. B ly Coohc Clubs

“a

= -

6. Only relatives who are Primary Guardians of a child can access
the Arbor App. Ask us to check you can access Arbar o




Parent Governor Vacancy:

Join Our Governing Body

Parent Governor Vacancy: Join Our Governing Body

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our school's Governing Body. This
is a wonderful opportunity to contribute to the strategic leadership of Danesgate
Community School and to help us continue to provide the best possible education for our
students.

As a Parent Governor, you will play a crucial role in:
* Supporting the school in its core mission and strategic direction.
* Helping to shape our school's vision and values.
» Acting as a link governor for a key area of the school, which will involve meeting with
the staff member leading in that area and with the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) link.
* Ensuring accountability and financial oversight.

The commitment involves attending six full Governing Body meetings per academic year
(one per half term, typically held on a weekday evening) and taking an active role in the
life of the school.

This is a chance to use your skills and perspective to make a real difference and to ensure
that the voice of our parents is heard at the highest level. No prior experience is required
—just a passion for our school and a commitment to our students.

If you are interested and would like to complete an application form, or require further

information, please email our School Business Manager, Mel Shepherd, at
mel.shepherd@york.gov.uk. Deadline for applications is XX /XX /2025.

OINOUR
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SAFEGUARDING &

WELLBEING MESSAGES

From Kim

Welcome back to a new school year! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break. As we begin
the term, I want to remind everyone that safeguarding and wellbeing remain at the heart of
everything we do here at Danesgate Community. Our priority is ensuring that every child feels
safe, supported, and able to thrive. If you ever have any concerns about a child’s safety or
wellbeing—no matter how small—please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. Together, we can
make sure our school continues to be a safe, nurturing, and positive environment for all.

Urgent concerns

Please read carefully!

If you are looking at this page and have an urgent safeguarding concern which you are not
able to discuss with a member of staff, please use these contacts:

City of York

Safeguarding Children Partnershipd i

MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) - Office hours telephone: 01904 551900

% .
A North Yorkshire
A Safeguarding Children Partnership

North Yorkshire Emergency Out of Hours Duty Team telephone: 01609 780780

CAMHS

Urgent assistance with mental health, please call
York CAMHS Crisis Team telephone: 08000 516171
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Stay safe ONLINE

. Top Tips|for, i L .

3 SETTING BOUNDARIES
\ROUNDIGAMING

H If your |:h|I|:| tnuas video gomes, then 1.rcn.|‘|| probably be aware thnt how Iung thay spend gumlng = |:|r!d !
what they're actually playing — can occasionally become a source of concern or conflict. The UK's ‘- I
: —

trade body for interactive entertainment, Ukie, has recently launched a campaign to promote

.. safer and more responsible gaming omong young people - with parents and carers
helping by setting sensible and fair boundaries. Our guide has tips on key areas where

yuu could agree some healthy ground rules for your |:h|E|:| 5 gum:rvg activity.

FACTOR IN FRIENDS

If your child is o keen video
urnar the chances are that
il have other gomers amaong
social circle, too. When friends
\.ri:ll;. do they Instal dash to their

CAME CHOICES
Deciding which online un‘ns cre n E

OK = and which shou
Is tricky. Some tithes ullnw ¢hlldron lo -

cooperate or compete wi console or computer? You could put
slmngra which cmm hntlul boundories In ploce before their
ukhln?dynur play online guests arrive by agreaing on a length
for a while ide more insight of gaming time. Bear in mind,

into a icular gum while the
parental contrals on most consoles
allow you to limit who can chat to
your child or send them friend
requests. Remind your child of the
hazards around strangers mllni
:vm you discuss this

though, utlhm,rmu try toextend

thiz snece th &,
coming up w hull.‘?r?ul'ths nlr-w

nhdlnngns for them during screen
breaks = if they join in, they earn o
little extra time on Ihn'k germne. ‘

ENJOY GAMING
TOGETHER

Smﬂngti'ne aside to gu]r video
mes together can
enjoyable dlng mrcisn

ENCOURAGE
REGULAR BREAKS £

Help your child understand the need

to toke regular breaks, playing in . : g - Undeniably, some gamers
shorter hursts rather %n ﬁa'&“m ; i o may hnhulntm.-.luslinm
sessions. Bear in mind that some

f rent or carer joini hbuthcnn
gqm-: fsu:h as rabe-playing g: a productive ngl
?«mu reguire time invest
ram the player, while oth onllrul
team games, for example] con't be
:tn pwwggum ata moment's
k break every hour or
sols good practice, and you could
sug*:t some things to do in these
breaks, such as having o drink ol
water or getting some fresh air.

uml‘l.ll9 a love Minecraft, choose
somethin buldl ther; if
Fortnite's r favourite, ask to try
out some of the lun game misdes,
like Hunt, which don't raqulln
high =kill levels.

TALK ABOUT
EMO'ITONS

your child to monitor
otions as they play. Discuss
whuti:}und isn't) on occeptable
hwlu‘l‘cumpcﬂtlwm to show
while cl'n mmwulhhnd to
trash yers, for
mu:rnph? Cun t rmtica whunthm_r
ﬂ_lat angry if they lose® Do Ihig
ese amotions are healthy? Some
games can provoke anger, but
uﬂmrs can bring joy, humour and
the thrill of overcoming a challange.
'I'r\r to :tuor!{our child towards
that tend to produce these
mompuﬂﬂw fealings.

BE PREPARED
FOR TROLLS

A frequent ublam whan gaming
online is m’s whao are
daliberately troub ame. Moke sure
Euur child kmows how to report and

lock somecne who makes their
sxperisnce an one. Between
you, decide if or how they should
deal with these online trolls. Talk
about where your child’'s boundaries
are in tarms of what they think is
acceptable: what beha other
users is meraly frustrating, what
crosses the line to become upsetting
or abusive.

There's nudm.ldbt that gaming cnn“ha
expensive, an nger players often
duFl:Etnmdlaa ho‘:::'unugngl 2 gfor =
di itnl Itams and subscriptions can

Maony young gamers love
tu bu'_.r nmnr skinz uru rades for their
character, Em{u settleon a
fixed amount that your child is
allowed to spend on in-game items
each week or month. This sort of
boundary will not enly help your child
to manage their expectations but will
also make you more aware of the
price of these items.

Children often ignore the age ratings
on games — or are unoware they
even exist. If you're ha with your
child playing a particular gome even
though it"s roted cbove their age,
then establish thot os a boundary:
emphasise that you've mode an

ion, and talk obout what age
ratings mean and why they're
important. You could add context to
this boundary by browsing gomes’
boxes together while shopping,
discussing why some gomes might
have earmed certoin age ratings.

National




If you need help...

Where else can you get support and help...

+0®5 Raise York

’ Your Family Hub Network

Raise York
The Raise York website is
designed to support parents,
carers, children, young people
and anyone who works with
children, young people and
families.

Contact York Family
Information Service on
telephone: 01904 554444
text telephone: 07786202241
email: fis@york.gov.uk

and an Information Officer will
try and help you.

Change
Grow
Live

Change, Grow, Live
Offer a free, confidential drug
and alcohol service for young

people and affected others.

Visit:www.changegrowlive.org/
service/york-the-
gate/infot#toffer to find out
more.

Phone: 01904 464 680

Email: TheGateYork@cgl.org.uk

City of York

Safeguarding Children Partnership ® S

Safeguarding
Visit:www.saferchildrenyork.or
g.uk/advice-parents-carers-
1/parents-carers and you will
find help and advice on the
following:

o Reporting safeguarding
concerns

e Child protection

« Private fostering

o Local advice for parents

« National advice for parents

« Mental health resources

e Online safety

Or phone MASH on
01904 551900

York

York Mind
York Mind offers offer a range
of different support, including:
e 1to 1 Counselling for
people aged 12 to 21
e Yorchoice drop in service
for 14-21 (up to 25 SEND)
« Young people group support
« Yormind website and chat
chit podcast

To find out more visit:
www.yorkmind.org.uk/how-we-
help/young-peoples-service/

YORK

sendiass

York SENDIASS
York SENDIASS supports
children and young people with
Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND), and their
parents and carers.

They provide a free, impartial
and confidential service to help
with concerns or questions
around education, health, social
care, inclusion and preparing
for adulthood.

Visit:
www.yorksendiass.org.uk
01904 554312

(9 ?godbank

Together with Trussell

York Foodbank
York Foodbank don’t think
anyone in our community
should have to face going
hungry. That’s why they provide
three days’ nutritionally
balanced emergency food and
support to local people who are
referred to us in crisis.

To find out more visit:
https://york.foodbank.org.uk/g
et-help/how-to-get-help/

=


https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#rsc
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#rsc
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#chi
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#pfo
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#lap
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#nap
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#mhr
https://www.saferchildrenyork.org.uk/advice-parents-carers-1/parents-carers#ons

If you need help...

Where else can you get support and help...

oD
hildLine’
©)

'C

Childline
Childline is a free, 24-hour
service for children and young
people up to the age of 19 in
the UK.

It provides support, advice, and
a listening ear for young people
who may be facing any kind of
difficulty or distress, whether
it's related to bullying, mental
health, family issues, or other
concerns.

Visit: www.childline.org.uk
Phone: 0800 1111

\L

IDAS

IDAS
IDAS are proud to deliver high
quality services that help
protect victims and survivors
whatever choice they make
about their future. We also
work to transform the systems
that can directly or indirectly
harm survivors and through our
training, prevention and
educational work we inspire
individuals and organisations to
tackle the root causes of
domestic abuse.

NHS: Better Heath
The ‘Every Mind Matters’
campaign from the NHS
includes guides on dealing with
change, self-care and dealing
with social media. There are
tips for parents/carers to help
support children who may be
struggling with their mental
health.

Visit: www.nhs.uk/every-mind-
matters/mental-wellbeing-
tips/youth-mental-health/

York
Carers
Centre

Free Support for Unpaid Carers

Young Carers
Young Carers support young
people aged between 5 and 18
who are helping to look after
someone at home.

You might be helping look after
a brother or sister, parent or
grandparent with anillness,

disability, mental health
problem or a problem with
alcohol or drugs.

Visit: yorkcarerscentre.co.uk

esth

Kooth
Kooth is an online mental
health service for children,
young people and adults. In
North Yorkshire, Kooth offers
free online counselling and
emotional well-being support
for children and young people.

Try the mini-activities to boost
your wellbeing or chat with our
friendly team. Itis a
judgement-free forum to get
advice, help others and share
your story

Visit: www.kooth.com

NSPCC

CHILD PROTECTION

HELPLINE
0808 800 5000

NSPCC
Visit:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keep
ing-children-safe/support-for-
parents/

For lots of advice on parenting.
Remember, there's no such
thing as a perfect parent. One
day all's calm, the next it's
chaos. However it's going,
we're here with advice and
support for parents and carers.




If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact us on:
01904 555555

or visit our website at:
www.danesgatecommunity.org.uk

STRIVE - THRIVE - ACHIEVE



